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The Park District's Vision for Walnut Park
The Downers Grove Park District is planning for development of its Walnut Park Site along
Walnut Avenue between Burlington Avenue and Ogden Avenue. The Belmont Prairie Nature
Preserve is a little to the southeast with its protective Prairie Buffer directly south of the Walnut
Park Site. Belmont Prairie is a rare, 10-acre remnant of the region's originally wide-spread
prairies. Belmont
Prairie is recognized
and protected as a
dedicated Illinois
Nature Preserve.
The plan is to have
active recreational
facilities in the
northern portion of the
park with outdoor
soccer fields and a
domed indoor facility
together with
passive/nature recreation in the southern
portion. Plans for the
Walnut Park Area
Walnut Park Area
southern portion
Current State
2021 Master Plan
indicate enhancements to the Prairie Buffer with improvements to the trails as well as a nature
pavilion to support educational programs in the Burlington and Walnut area to the southwest of
the Prairie Buffer.

Plans for improvements in the Prairie Buffer offer a fine opportunity to highlight the Buffer's
crucial role in protecting Belmont Prairie as a highest quality natural resource. PDHA is
PDHA Donates Tree
following this planning process closely. We met with Park District officials, presented comments
for Park District
th
75 Anniversary
to the Park Board and submitted comments to the Park District's public-outreach process.
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Our main points of emphasis are (1) ensure careful planning to avoid adverse impacts to drainage
and hydrology of the Prairie and its Buffer; (2) improve the Prairie Buffer by a long-term
program to remove invasive species and restore the Buffer to a prairie-savanna landscape;
PDHA
(3) highlight the importance of the Belmont Prairie to our community through improvements to
Planning Memorials
its trails, signage, and opportunities for education; and (4) establish a natural areas advisory
group to participate more formally in planning and stewardship for our irreplaceable natural
2022
areas.
Highland Avenue
Wildflower Walks
at Belmont Prairie

Adopt-A-Highway
CLEAN-UP DAYS

So far the news is encouraging: Park District leadership has been receptive to a balanced
approach of active and passive recreation for the area. PDHA will continue to follow this issue
closely, and we urge everyone to learn more about the plans and add their comments.
Information about the Park District's planning process and a feedback form for your comments
are available at https:www.dgparks.org/walnut-park-master-plan. - Ken Lerner & Chris Saricks
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What Do I Do with All the Leaves?
Nature is putting on its annual, colorful spectacle again as the leaves change to brilliant shades of
red, yellow, and orange. Unfortunately, this doesn’t last forever, and the leaves will fall to the
ground. Then what do you do?
In the old days, common wisdom was to rake the leaves together, bag them, and then send them
off to leave the lawn looking nice and tidy. Or maybe make a pile by the curb and burn them. In
any case, we wouldn’t leave leaves on the ground as we were told doing so would kill the grass.
Now soil scientists are recommending using the nutrients from decaying leaves to enhance the
fertility of your soil. But how do we do this?

Here are few ways to use leaves to benefit your lawn and garden:
1. Compost Them. If you are already composting plant matter and food scraps, adding leaves
is one way to add carbon to normally nitrogen rich mixture. The plant matter feeds the
bacteria that will break down the leaves. You will need to wet the mixture if it becomes dry
and mix the compost with a pitchfork or shovel to help aerate the pile. The compost is then
The following people are
mixed in with your soil when planting in the spring. Not all leaves are good candidates for
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composting. Some, like, holly, oak, and beech are low in both calcium and nitrogen. While
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others, such as black walnut, can cause your plants not to grow due to natural herbicides.
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2. Make Leaf Mold. Leaf mold is a soil conditioner high in calcium and magnesium. Simply
create a large pile of leaves and just keep them moist. Over time, the leaves will decay and
become the soil conditioner. Granted, it may take one to three years to complete the
transition from leaves to conditioner, but there really is minimal effort beyond creating the
pile. Shredding the leaves will make the decaying process happen faster.
3. Mulch Them. Leaves work well at keeping weed growth at bay and retaining water.
Shredding the leaves makes an attractive mulch and is much cheaper than store-bought.
4. Insulate Your Plants. You can pack leaves around tender plants and perennials to keep
them insulated and warm. You can then spread the
leaves around the soil as mulch.
5. Mow Leaves into Your Lawn. You can get benefits
of leaf decay simply by mowing your lawn with the
leaves in place. Using a mulching mower works best
but any mower will provide you with the benefits.
6. Leave Them Alone. Some are advising just leaving
the leaves where they fall (although your neighbors
may not be too happy on windy days).
7. Leaves are Beneficial to Wildlife. Bees, moths,
butterflies, snails, spiders, and other pollinators depend
on the warmth and safety provided by a pile of leaves.
Hopefully, you’ll have some help as I do. - Mark Bragen
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